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I,cltin PalacogTaphy, HISrl-' ():~~)5 Robcrt C. Palmer

I,cclrning- Outcomes

Students ""illlccUll to rccld prinlcu'y sources written in cu)brcvicllcd mcdicvcu Lcllin, lIlc basic
rcscal"cll skilll()r mcdicvcu historians.

Hooks

rIllcrc arc no aSSi,l,>11ed books I()r lllis course. If you do not already havc a MedicvallAltin
dicli()nal)', I.:Cllllcun's Revised Mcdieval I.Allin Word-List li"om British and Irish Sources will be
esscntial; if you already have a Mcdicval Latin di(~tionary, tllere may bc no rcason to buy clllolllcr.
I,ikc",'isc llelplill cu"e C.R. Cllcncy's A Handb()ok of Dalcs I()r Students of Hritish Histoll' (reviscd
11()W I)~' M icllacl.J oncs) and avail,u)le in papcrback. Y Oll may also wanllo rcler to I...C. Hcctor,
'1 'Ilc H,Ul(lwrilillg- of l':llg-lisll D()('Ulnenls, I()r a sllorl, ovcralllrcalmcnl of pcuacogTaphy if you have
absolulcly no expel"icnce in P,Uclcob>1"aphy al all AND your knowlcdgc of I_alin is rudimcnlary.
J/OlJ slJolJld /lot h,"1r/(~ to ,"1cqlJJiL~ HcctoJ: A Medicval I..,llin dictionary and Chcncy, however, clrC
simply necessary; you can clcquirc bolll lIlroug-ll Amaz0l1 (I am not ordcring- tllcm througll 1I1C

bookstore.)

I..llllcss sOlncllling- happcns, I ",ill providc you cacll ",illl an hisloricalmapping- soltware prow"am
I()r l':ngland lIlal will culow you l() chart your rcsulls. I will also providc you witll an l':xcel placc
Ilal11C indcx I()r l;:ng-land and ",r cucs I llclvc cxtraclcd li"()m clll 1822 lOP()gYcl{)llical dictionalY, It is a
bit dcleclivc still al lIlis point, blll is VC.l"y helpliu in 10C,llillg- placcnamcs (llle locali0l1 of pla(~cnamcs
is ()nc of tile more dillicull parts of Mcdieval1':ng-lisllllisl()riccu rcscarcll.)

HackgTound

P,uacogTapllY becomes necuiy ilnpossiblc l()r cll)cgillllcr if you d() not kn()w sOlncllling- about wllal
111(' 1('\( sll()ul(ll)c sa~'iI1g-. ",rc ",ill bc w()rking" ()nlcg,ll d()cumcnts lIlal ,lrc v,uuablc f()r lcg,u,
CC()llOll1ic, rcligiOlls, political, al1d socialilistory. N()llc of you llavc takcn my l'~nglislllcg'Cll hislOlY
course, cU1d 1I1US nOlle of you Ilavc any ba(~kgYound in lIlcsc documcnts. I would strongly advisc
YOlI lo I"cmcdy lIlclt dclicien(~y bcl()rc clclss bcgins. '1-'11C cclsicst WclY to d() lIlclt is to rcad my book
"'Illc Whillon Disputc." I wrote it as an introduclOlY lcxl, and il is OIliy ,U)out 200 pctgcs. It l"clcltCS
cl (lisputc lIlat bCgcU1 bctwccn a Illolller and llcr daug-lltcr, cndcd up lasling- cU)out 120 ycars, and in
the pro(~ess shows 110W l':ng-lisll I)coplc used lIle la",' in lIlC latc lIlirtccnlll and f()urtccnlll ccnturics.
l'llc text cOlltains translatcd d()cumcnts of lIlc dispute, so you (~anlamiliarizc yourscU' bolll willl lIlc
lcgcu SYStC.l11 culd witll lIlc style of lllC legcu dO('lllllCnls you will bc rcading-. rrlll~ library Ilas a copy,
and, since I usc it in my l':ng-lisll Icg'Cll histolY course, it sllould bc around ill lIlc tcaclling- matcrials
of I()rmer StUdClUS. 'f~his re(~Olllll1cndation is not ,just sc.ll:'promotiOll. Studyillg tllis book over 1I1C
SUllll11cr ",ill iu l~lCt mclkc your life immc,lsur,u)ly cclsicr next semester.

M()sl of you (,lil of you?) will in I~lct bc working- 011 documents li"OI11 rig-llt bclorc or lIle lew
dccadcs alicl"lllC plctg1\c of 1:~/1,8. rl'hus, Arl-'l'~R }'()U Ilavc rccld lIle WlliltOll Disputc (not bc.I()rc),
you may WcUll to read relevant SCCtiOllS of I'~ng-lisll I ..,lW in tllC Agc of lIlc HI,lCk Dcalll. rl~llcrc is no
rcas()lllo (l() Illis ()vcr 1I1C Sullll11cr, but you IllclY "'cllll simply to g'ct lIlis out oflllc way. Rcadillg-
tile ",Ilolc lIling- ",ould not hurt, but is not ncccsscU)' I()r lIlis course. For cvclyonc, 1I1C first tw()
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illlroducliolls (pp. 1-1 ~~) alld lIlC lirsl collclusioll U>p. ,)/t-(») will bc IlCCCSScU"Y. (For lIlOSC people
WllO are goillg lo be ",'orkillg 011 religious material, cllaplcr If. (Regulatillg lIle Cllurch) will be
esselltial, because lIlal chapter lays out lIle corurOlltatiOll belweell l;:dward III alld lour of his
bisllops. W C will ill l~l(~t be workillg 011 a dO(~lIllleI1l1i"om lIlal dispute ill lIle lirst (~lass session. For
lll()Se people workillg 011 lIle cllallgillg powcr of womell at lIlc lime of lIle plague, cllapter 9 (lilc
Cllall(~ellor's Court of Collsciellcc) will be Ile(~essary allilougil obscure at lIle beginnillg, becausc
lIlc cllancellor's court protected lIle use, alld lIle use allowcd husballds lo aller lIlc power struclurc
of lIle lamily. Do Ilol bc con(~erllcd if you do Ilolllllderslalld lIle (~hapler (~oml)lclcly. F()r lIl()sC
WllO are workillg willI ecollOlllic killds of issues, cllaplcr 7 O~lle Wrillell COIllracl) will be
llCCCSScU"Y. Agaill, do Ilol be (~OIlccrncd if il is Ilol cOlllplelely (~lcar durillg lhe summer. Do Ilol
evell try lIlis SCCOlld book bel()rc you have gollc lIlrougl1111e Whilloll Dispulc, alld I am Ilol
COIl(~erlled if you do Ilol work 011 lIle se(~OIld book bcl(>re Ilexl semester. Alter you do work
lIlrougll lhe relevalll portioll or, l()r some of you, lIle wllole B\a(~k Dealll bo()k, I (~all mecl willI
yoll illdividually or ill lIle relevcllll gyOUPS to explaill lIle material. Class sessiolls, llowever, will Ilol
I)c Icl:!,cu llislory (~l.asses or lectures; lIlcy will be work OIl documellls.

rl'lle Documellls

M)' daliu>ase lIlal we will be ",'orkillg 011 is Ilol yel available, bul will bc, alleasl by lIle elld of
Sel)lcmber. I 110"" Ilave somclllillg likc ()O,OOO digitized imal:!,'cs of documellts; by lIlC elld of lIlc
sumlllcr I will I lave about "f.00,000. 'lllcy will illcludc lIlC l()ur mc\jor series of doc~ullel1ls (courl of
c()mm()11 pIcas plea rolls, court of killg's bCIlCll pIca r()lls, killg's rcmembrallcer memorallda rolls,
alld lIle lord treasurer's remembrall(~cr mcmorallda rolls) li'om 1272 lo 12~)0, li"OIll 1 :~/f.() lQ 1 :~()O,
li,)lll 1.'j0~)-10. alld li"OIll 1.)/f.8-9, logclllcr willI cllallccry C(luily dccrccs alld ()rdcrs lrOlll 1,53(j lo
about 161 O. A(~quisitiOll of images lor lIlis websilc ""ill COlllillue al lIlis ralc l()r aboull()ur years, so
lilill lIlc ,vcbsilc is goillg'lo bca really mc\jor resource l()r medieval cllld early modem scholars.
rl~lle coursc ,villl~ulliliarize you ill lIle use of lilis dclliU)asc. Alter lIle websile lclllllciles ill
September, ,ve ,vill be workillg primarily [rom lIle websilc; prior lo lI~cll, we may have lo work li"()m
COs I will (lislributc. You will bc able lo do""llload ,vllole plea rolls [i"()m lIle site, so lIlal you call
work OIl lIlelll willI or wililoul immediate a(~cess lo tllc IlC.t.

Syllabus

I CiUlIl()l milke out a proper syllabus l()r lIlC COlll'SC, because I llave Ilever taught palaeogyaphy lIlis
,vay be[()re; lIlis (~ommunicalioll will selve as a syllabus. My database alld lIle stalc of lechllolog)'
1l()W allows [()r illdividualized illslru(~tioll, alld I illlclld lo take maximllln cldvcUllage of lIlose
possibilities. Most learning will (~OIlle ill your workillg lIlrough lIle dO(~lIlllellls ""illl relatively rapid
quel-Y cUld respOllse 011 lIle Ilel. I cUll al my COlllputer most ()f eclcll dilY, iUld we will be able to l()()k
al tIle scUlle document so lIlal I (~cUl givc you rclcllivcly rilpid It'cdback OIl a doclllllcnl; OlllCIWisc
you ",'ould .jusl bcal your hcad ilgclillSt a bri(~k ,valll()r a ",'cek lIlltil class (liial was llow I learned
palacogyapllY, alld il was Ilol a vel-Y salisl)'ing' cxpericll(~e.) I ,vill be particularly availablc [()r a
p()rlion of cacll morlling alld ea(~ll evellillg l()r qucries over lIlC Ilel or by pllolle.
l~lle process of lIle course will depend on lIle level of initial competence of lIlC individual suldenl
and val-yillg ,vililill the class. For lIle bcgilUler who lIas OIIly a basic knowlcdgc of l..atill, lIle wllole
scmesler migllt be (~onsumed simply ill [amiliarizalioll willI I..alin alld lIlc de(~ipllcrillg' of
dOClllllcnls. For 1I1ose wi lose knowlcdge of l..atill is lU()rC lilall simply basic or WllO have already
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a(~quired some experience with palaeogTaphy, work can rapidly pi'ogl'ess to doing genuine research
011 Ilew docUlnenls.

111 this l\.ind or skills (~ourse, tile students reculy Sllouldllave a very mc\jor amount. or control about
wllal \ve d() 011 lile desi~llaled class evening, bullhcll (~(>1llrol sllould only be exercised once tlle
class slcu"ts. My overriding concern is tllat. tlle individucu sludenl put tlle lime in each week aIld
makc prO~Tess, not lel tllings drill unlillale inlile scmesler or simply gellosl. Ir I can be sure tllal
is llappening, tllenlit.erally aIlytlling else is lair gcUlle.

We may lind il usellll to meel all semester as a whole (~lass, but tllat will be a decision tllat. ea(~h or
you will make. Ir some people already have some ability in palaeo~Taphy, tlle class sessiOll may well
bc cl \vclsle or lime l()r lilem; tlley will be able lo drop oul or tlle evening sessiOll rapidly (ir tlley
want) and ,just pursue tlle research pr(~ject and interact with me on line, by phOlle, and during
olll(~e llours. I will be reluctanllo abandon lilal (~lclss scssion l()r cill)' individucu student. unless I am
gcllill~' a g()()dle,'cl or inlcracliOll li"om ller/lliln o,'er tlle nel.

Il could also be tllal tlle class ""ill decidc tllat it would be beller soon to divide inllaU', eitller by
interests or b)' 1...1.tin or palaeo~Taphical skills alread)' acquired, and meet ea(~h l(}r two hours; and
onc or t",'o indi,'iduals migillnot. be included in eitllcr gTOUp and meel witll me outside tllat timc or
inleracl \Vitll me only on tlle net. Some people miglll clloose lo (~ome l()r botll sessions. Or we
migllt aband011 tlle evening session entirely aller tlle lirsl couple weeks. We will have t.o see ""llal
llle interaction on tlle nel is likc and wllal secms most bcnelicial to )'OU l()r you.

rioose \vho cu'e not advanced )'el or who lla,'e \vO1,.ies about I,atin cOlnpetency may want t.o
CIC)(lllllCIll 111C Il()lIrS lllc)' spendl() indicalc tlle am()Ulll or work tlley lla,'e put. in. rI'his
docUlnenlation is (~e.rtainly not. required, and l()r most or tile (~lass will be useless. For beb.}mlers,
110\~'e\'e.r. lile ,'ely' slowness or prO~Tess might (~ause panic about tlle eventual result; a weekly report
or efl()rl cxpended wouldllelp prote(~t clgclinst my building a sense tllal you are doing notlling and
clgclinsl y()ur impending sense or do()m.

ll1c cnd result or tlle semester, l(}r everYOlle, will be a researcll paper. Most or tlle resear(~h paper
will bc cUl clppcndix or dO(~UlnCnls you 11clVC u"cillscribed, lrcillslcllcd, culd submitted ecl(~h week. rIl1c
rest will be cl cOlnmentclry on tlle docUlnents )'OU hclve bccn g-oing o,'cr. l'he e,'aluation will be
bclsed on your improvement in ability lo read tlle dO(~Ulnents clS sllown in tlle appendix and your
commenlal")', not on lhe orib.}ncuity or tlle commentaI"y (Ultless you staI1 out lairly prolicienl
anY""clY, in whi(~h case il would be Ulll~ur lo gTclde )'()U 011 impr(),'ement.)

First. Session

For tllC lirst session you should already ha,'e worked tllr()ug-ll (~llarlers 2 cilld :~ cll tllis wcbsit.c:
I1II ):/" )cUC().cill,rlo-llorlllcul.O1",r wslIssex.lll11u. Nolc tllcllllle "CO1mnents" tab at tlle bottom or
charter 2 relclils tllC (~OInmon abbre,'iation marks, tlle lirsll\vo labs provide a IAllin transcription
and cl trcillslalion. rI'llese documents are not lile docUlnenls \~'e will be \vorking- OIl l()r tlle rest or
tlle semest.er, but tlley are similar. Depending 011 1I1C classroOln, we mayor may nol be able lo
clC('CSS lllcsc d()CUme,11ls during-lIlc llrsl sessiOll; lIley seem prolecled clgClinsl downloads. My
dalclbase will not. be so prot.c(~lcd. As you work lIlroug-h lIlcse lwo (~llarlers in advance of class
(Wllclllcr no\v or lIle last week bel()re classes start or anytime in belwcen), lcel li'ee lo e-mail
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(1llestiollS to me at r!)almer@ull.edu. If we CrUl pull up thesc (~llrU1ers in the clr1ssroom lirst session,
we will start by Ilaudling CUIY difliculties lcft over so thru I CrUl gct rllec.ll()r WllrU pcoplc nced in
lact, whctllcr I run OVC1-- or undcrcstimating whr1t you nccd by that time. At this point, I am ahnost
celirlinly undcrcstimating. Intcrr1cti0l1 will cure mc of tl1rU, I 11OpC, bcl()rc Clr1SS bcgins. I plan to
spcnd most of the lirst (~Iass working tllrougll tllc documcnt I Ilavc SC1U you in tllC c-mr1il to wlli(~h
tllis "syllrlbus" is attachcd.

'1'0 emphrlsize, the WORS'I' tiling you can do is not r1sk qucstions. '1'11C two cllartcrs in the
website above have document, trrulscription, trrUlslruiOlI, rUld commental1'. lnosc should see you
througll.iust line. But if you calmot understand how r1 certain portion of the transcription CrUl
(~OmC li'Oln tile docUlncnt, it mr1kcs no sense to r1gonizc ovcr it l()r drlYS. Just r1sk. Remember, I
Wr1S r1 bcgillllcr at onc point also, ruld I can still rcmcmbcr bcing in r1 situruion in which I had to
preprU-e a do(~umcnt witlloUt 'ilCCeSS to assistan(~c until tllC (~Iass mct. I do not WillIt you to bc in tllrU
situ'iuion.

Likcwisc, if you want somc additional sllort documcnts witll u-anscription and translation, I would
be willing to preprU'C somc li'Oln my databasc and sllip tllem out to you. I run not sending them
now solely be(~ause I do not WrUIt you to think that going through thcm is rcquircd lor thc lirst
scssion. If )'OU sllould rcquest tllem, however, I would be morc thrUl willing to provide them. If
rUly()nC rcqucsts, llo,vevcr, I will scnd tllcm to tIle wll()lc h"'OUP, but tIle strict proviso that they arc
not requircd.

Research Opportunities

My r1ssumption based on prior intera(~tiOlI with most of you is tllrU you arc not looking lor rese'i~rcll
oppOliunitics witll tl1ese documents, that your intcrcsts lic citllcr carlicr or lruer. I Il'ilVe no
pr()blcm ,vitll tllru rU all. You should know nevertllclcss tllrU tllcrc rU-C rUl)' nwnber of dissertatiOlI
possibilities in tllis matcrial. Thc database is so Iru-gc rwd tllC documcnts rU tllis point so undel-used
tllat tllc rescrU'(~ll possibilitics 'iu'e unlimited. 'I'llt databrlse ""ill also cxprUld so rapidly thr1t there is
virtually no possibility tllat any portion of the databasc ,viII bc c~)ml)lctely cxploitcd within your
liletimcs.

For tllc purposes of tllis coursc, I want to U1' to l()cus )'OU into gToUpS, solcly bccause it seemcd to
Ine ill tIle IlistoriogTrl})hy Clr1SS )'OU seemcd to cn,ioy working in gl-0UpS. It is rUSO tllc ca..,c that if
morc thrUl one person is workillg on a topic rUld tile in!()rmr1tion is SllrU-cd, you willlecl better
,vritillg up tllc linru prl})el- commental1'. I must cOllless tllat I would not likc ",'orking in a gToup
m)'scU', so tllrU if rUlyonc prclers ",'orking rUone I rUll cclir1inl)' rUllcnrlble to tllrU rUSO.

111c prUii('uI'iu' sul~iet~ts tllrU seem to (~omc closc to tllC rcle"'iUlt intcrcst arcas (but not in any Wr1Y
cOlning closc to CXhrlusting thc possibilitics of thc documcnts) rU'C tllCSC:

(A) Rerulocation of power within the l~lmily at. the Blrl(~k Death
Bctwccn 117() and 1 :~L{'8 r1 wido,v (~()uI(1 bc absolutely surc of rc(~ei,'ing a portiOll of

llcr decCrlsed Ilusband's IrUlds and tencmC.\lts rU Ilis dcatll, wllicll SllC wouldcOlltinue to
11Old l()r thc durr1tion of Ilcr life. 'l'his riglu of tllC widow to rl portion of Iler husbculd's
lands Wr1S calIco Ilcr dower. The only ,yay SllC (~ould l()rleit Ilcr dower right was if she was
li\'in,~ in unrccOllcilcd adllltcl)! at tIle timt' of tIlt' Ilusband's dcatll. I..it.igc1tiOll l()r dower Wr1S
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OllC or lilc moslli'cqucllll()nns or liligcuioll. Prior lo 1 ~14.8, a plCcl roll might con lain clboul
/1.00 mcmbrculcs (pclg-cs); lhere woul<l be clboul 300 Cclses or dower: cllillie less Ulall one

ever)' membrane. ~l'he beginning or Ule medie,'al use (like a modern revocable trust)
allowed husbands, lor Ule lirsllime, to a,'oid dowcr rig-hl. Husbculds l"eh'111clrly Pl"ovided l()r
Uleir widows inUle uses Ule lrusbands establislled, bulUle)' were clble to detennine wheUler
culd how mu(~h Ule widow would g-el rig-ht belore deaUl. Instecld or cUt clbsolute alld lixed
do\-\'er rig-hl, Ule widow's support would rest onUle discretion or Ule husband. ~l'he result
was nol so much poor widows, but mu(~h more pressure on wives during- the marriage to be
docile. By 1 ~170 cU)out lwo-Ulirds or tile dower litig-cllion hcld disclppccu'ed; by Ule cnd or UlC
lilleenUl centul'Y Ulere would be only about a dozen (~ases or dower in each plea roll.

Wives simply hcld much less economic security during- mclrriclge. Women's property rights
g-cnerally cuso lell inUlis period, but mu(~h less slowly: it WcLo; pcu'liculcu'ly Ule dower righlUlcll
diminished a.o; a soeicu phenomenon rclpidly alter Ule Blclck DeaUl, even ulough Ule law or

(l()wcr rcmclincd cxclclly lilc scunc.
InUle Black DeclUl book I indicclled UlcU someUling- or ulis sort was happening, but

I llcld no ideclilow Ulorougll il WclS, cUld no one 11clS lclken it up. I llclve since acquired some
statistics, but llcl,'e not utilized Ulem except in class. ~l'lle people working- on litis sub,ject will

work boUt belore and clller lilc Black DeclUl cUld detclilUle cunounl or dower litigation

bcl()re cUld cliler Ule plclgue in cUl individucU COlUlty.

(B) Monclslic llouses af'l.er Ule Blclck DeaUl

In digitizing-Ulc l~x(~llequer documents inUlc ccuiy 1 ~150s, I hcl,'e noticed in pa.o;sing-

UlalUlere clrc cl siglliliccUll number or do(~umenls rclaling- lo monclstcries involving royal
cllcu'ters or gTanls. I suspect UlcllUle Crown WclS llcll)ing- monclstcrics ulroug-h the economic
dil1i(~ullies clt Ulat point, but I do not clctuculy lmow ""llcll WclS hclPpening-. Al any rclte, Ule
documents are raUler lengtllY. For Ulose \-\,llosc interests cu'e monclslic, economic, or
mol"lcuily related, Ulese exchequer do<~umenls mig-lll prove relcllively interesting. I do nol
know llow mcUlY Ulerc cu'e inlact, but I fun surc UlcllUlere cu"c cnoug-lll()r Ule course.

(C) ~l'he Conl1ict belween t~dward III and some or his Bisllops

InUlc Blclck DeaUl book, I outlined U1C conl1icl bclween 1':d\"cu"d III and lour or
llis bisllops. 'rIle colulicl WclS rclclli,'ely serious, '111C king-l()l"(~ed ulroug-llUle conliscalion
or U1C lcmporcllities or t\-\'o or Ule bisllops.lllC bisllOp or Nolwich bcuTi(~clded himseU'in his
(~cllllcdrcu. ~l'hc bishop or l':xetcr ended up excommunicclling- cl roycu messenger lor

delivering a royal order to llim. ~l'he conl1i(~l wa.o; healing up into a recul)' mc\jor
(~onli'ontalion when Ule Blcl(~k DCclUl hil., and UlenUle king mclde cl mc\jor ctlort at
rcconcilicllion. In rcSeclrClling-Ulc book I did n()t g-o ncclrl)' clS l~lr clS I could llavc in
exploring Ulclt colulicl. People interesting in king-/clrurch (~onl1icls would lind litis an
inlcresling lopi(~. ~l'he document appended lo Ule e-mail is a little piece or U1C conflict.

(D) ~l'umover in Ule l£g-al Prolession

~l'lle clttorney wcu"rant rolls cllUlC end or U1C pIecl rolls culow onc lo ligure out Ule
lurn()vcr cUllong cltlorncys clt UlC Blclck DeclUl, I cUll willing-to culow students to work on

litis sub,iccl, bcccruse U1C Il<ltin and gTammclr compollenls clrC relali,'ely insigllilicant,
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wllcreas the work WiUl (~apitals and placenames is vel"'j Ilig-ll. 1 cun somewhat reluctal1t to
enCOUI-clg-e Ule work, however, becc1use U1C substantive pc1yoif is so cunbivcucnt. Clearly,
attorneys who disappecu-ed Irom the rolls migllt have disappeared be(~ausc Uley died. Just
as clecu-I}" UIOSC attorneys might Ilave disappeared because UICY g-ot hired to Iill the
positions (such as a Iunctional"'j I()r a,iurisdictionallibcrty or town or city) whose holders
hcld died. l'lle turnover could still bc Sigl1iIi(~clllt I()r indi(~c1ting- c1lc\'el of discontinuity. It is
UIC (',lSC Ulclt 1 would likc to sec tile rcsults, so }'OU Sllould not bc rclu(~tant to insist on doing-
ulis topic. Just to make sure Ulclt Ule sur\'ey Wc1S reculy complete, UIC I()cus sllould bc on a
rcglon, such as Nol-iolk, Sutlolk, Cambridg-cshirc, Hunting-donsllirc, HcrU()rdshire al1d
l'~sscx (tllrce sets of twilllled counties, all ad,ioining-.)

(E) Sllcritl"s' AccounL.,
~l'he rcmembrallccrs' rolls in UIC database always Ilavc a certcun cunount of material

c1bout Ule sheritl"s' aCcoUllts to Ule exchequer. For someone seriously into royal revenue
kinds of con(~erns, an cxcunination of UIC problems slleritl"s were lla\,ing- right after the
Black Death mig-ht Pl-O\'C interesting. 1 have nc\'er worked UU-OUg-ll ulis kind of material,
but would certainly be willing- to have someone else do it. Such a pro,ic(~t would certainly
I~uniliarizc UIC rcseal-cher willI sources of rc\'enuc and accounting- pro(~cdurcs.

(F) Clcricall..itig--ation
Clerics (rc(~tors, vicars, bishops, arclldcc1cons, monasteries) constituted a sigl1iIicant

portion of Ule litigants inUlc 1()urtccnUl century: somewllcrc bct\,,'ccn tell and twenty
!)l"'lol'llt ()[ tllC CclSCS ill tllc c()urt ()[ C()mlll()ll 1)ll.cIS inv()I\'ed some kind of cleric. Alu1oug-ll
1 suspe(~t tllcre would bc no I()cuscd outcome, ()ne could tc1ke c1 coUllt}' WiUl a lot of
litigc1tion (I would sugg-est Norl()lk or Dorsct), cllld.iust examine e\'er}' case in whicll c1 cleric
c1ppeclred to assess Wllc1t clerics ",'ere using'Ule Ic1W I()r (as plaintitl"s) and llow much uley
were answerable at colmnonlc1w (as dcIc.lldclllts).
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