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How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America
How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America sets about a very difficult task.  Written by Manning Marable in the early 1980s’, the book tries to demonstrate the various ways in which capitalism in the United States has undermined the black community and has also contributed to economic disparity along racial lines. Using historical data as evidence, Marable inevitably surmises  “there can be no historic compromise with capitalism” and further asserts that only socialism can provide America with a true chance at racial equality. (261)
As to be expected with a book that focuses primarily upon an exploited minority, Marable addresses the struggles of the working class and the wage gap that exists in America. Noting that unions have historically provided workers with better pay and more desirable working conditions, Marable emphasizes the lack of union availability to black workers living in the south. Forced into agricultural work during the days of American slavery, the tradition of exploited black labor continued well after the Civil War.  Many unskilled blacks were forced back into the fields under the guise of becoming self-employed “sharecroppers”, which as Marable notes, overwhelmingly lacked union protection. Because black labor has historically been limited to jobs that require little or no real skill, industrial jobs that often provide strong union support have been out of reach to those black workers who quite possibly need it the most. While many white workers have been able to lessen the negative effects of capitalism with union membership, Marable emphasizes that black workers have not been afforded the same opportunity.
	Perhaps best exemplifying the negative effects of capitalism in black society is the poverty found in much of the black community.  Marable explains at length the low average income of black Americans when compared to that of whites. Noting that while the wages and economic condition of black Americans are high when compared to other peoples of the world, Marable argues that Capitalism has been exploited by white America to reduce many blacks to that of U.S poverty levels. “Detached from white society and employment”, Marable stresses that a lack of decent education and upward mobility have forced many African Americans into a life of” ghetto culture”. (63) Realizing that few real opportunities exist for blacks seeking true upward mobility, many instead have turned to a life of crime and/or violence. (64)
As black society has been forced into the American subproletariat,  Marable emphasizes the struggle of black women against capitalism specifically. Using three hundred years of American history as his backdrop, he argues that no single group in American society has been exploited as much as that of the African American woman. Noting that while many black women were systematically raped by their owners over the course of American slavery, few in reality, faced real improvement with their emancipation after the end of the Civil War. Denied the right to vote or own property like that of their black brothers until the beginning of the twentieth century, many black women traded the abuse of their masters for the abuse of their spouses.  Forced into the workforce long before that of white women, black women have continuously received lower wages when compared to that of whites or black males. Frequently left to raise and provide for their children alone, Marable asserts that the black woman of American culture is not only discriminated against for the color of her skin but also for her sex as well. (83)
In addition to receiving lower wages than whites, Marable also draws attention to the harsh punishment that black Americans have typically received from the capitalist American state. Arguing that American capitalism is “preserved by both fraud and force”, Marable explains that while most white Americans are led to believe that punishment in the United States is fair and operates under equal opportunity, Black Americans have historically received “inhumane” and “unjust” treatment from law officials. (110) Using the Black Codes of the late nineteenth century as just one of his many examples, he asserts that black Americans have never truly been granted the rights and protection guaranteed to them by the United States Constitution. (113) Even after the Civil Rights Movement of the twentieth century, Marable reminds the reader that blacks are still charged with more violent crimes than their white counterparts, and receive tougher punishment as well.
The negative effects of capitalism on black American society are both clear and undeniable. While Marable does a good job of showcasing how Capitalism has been used by white American society to hinder and obscure the progress of racial equality, he does not adequately distinguish correlation from true causation.  Would African American society have been more adequately developed had the United States turned away from capitalist models and embraced socialism in its place? Marable never quite answers the question. Instead, he shows the unfortunate consequences of racism intertwined with a capitalist agenda. While his efforts are to be commended, he never clearly demonstrates that capitalism rather than pure racism is the true reason that black America is so underdeveloped today.
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