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Resource Wars: The New Face of Global Conflict by Michael Klare (2000)
	The future, according to Michael Klare, has never looked so grim. Examining global conflict at the end of the twentieth century, he sets about the task of explaining why resources such as oil and water will become the primary reasons that nations go to war with each other in the decades soon to come. Describing at great length the importance of such resources and the finite supplies that are known to be in existence, he depicts future governments no longer separated by ideological differences, but instead divided over these limited global supplies.
	Klare begins his book with the western struggle for oil and its reliance upon Middle-Eastern reserves. Tracing the roots of western dependence back to Winston Churchill and Great Britain’s switch from coal to petroleum as a primary source of energy at the beginning of World War I, he illustrates the speed by which the United States and other western nations have also come to rely upon foreign crude. Focusing particularly upon U.S oil needs and American foreign policy regarding the protection of overseas oil supplies, Klare describes how crucial Middle Eastern oil has been to America’s quest for global dominance.  Determined after World War II to keep Middle-Eastern oil supplies out of the hands of Soviet rivals, Klare cites U.S involvement in the 1950s’ Anglo-Iranian oil crisis as just one example of the large emphasis placed by the United States on the world’s limited oil supply.
	As the western world has increasingly relied upon the Middle East for petroleum, so too have countries located in the east. As globalization has brought millions of Indian and Chinese consumers into the world economy, the energy needs of both China and India have also grown as a result. While on the surface such news appears to be a positive step in the right direction, Klare once again points to limited amounts of oil and a strong potential for conflict. Combined with an increase in world population, the added wealth of Indian and Chinese consumers will undoubtedly bring about a higher worldwide demand for energy consuming products such as cars, trucks, and basic household appliances. Klare asserts that these increased demands will eventually lead to more competitive oil agreements, and will also force high energy consuming nations like the United States to seek out other oil producing regions as an alternative to the Middle East.
	One such alternative is the Caspian Sea region.  Noting U.S interest in the area since the mid to late 1990s’, Klare emphasizes the fragile post-Soviet governments that have risen to power since the fall of the former Soviet Union.  As nations such as Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan have struggled to form their own separate governments and identities, Klare hypothesizes that they are now at an increased risk of fighting over exclusive economic zones (EEZ’s) granted by the Third United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1982.  
	In addition to struggles over oil supply, Klare also spends a good portion the text warning about the world’s dwindling water supplies. Describing the shortages of water found in Africa and in the Middle East, Klare reminds the reader throughout the second half of his text that only three percent of the world’s available water is fresh and fit for human consumption. Given such a startling figure, it becomes even more alarming when Klare points out that only one third of such fresh water is not frozen and readily accessible.
 Due to large expected population growth and the need to transform vast desert lands into more arable and fertile terrain, Klare emphasizes that the demand for fresh water is expected to rise quite dramatically over the course of the twenty-first century. Perhaps further complicating matters is the fact that many major sources of water are shared by two or more different countries. Again, Klare points to the potential for conflict and the problems that could arise out of competing governments seeking to control one or more basic resources.  Using the Nile Rive as just one of his many examples, Klare describes how Egypt and the surrounding region are so heavily dependant upon Nile river waters for everyday well-being and survival. Such reliance, has led Egypt to be reluctant in regards to the building of dams and other such projects that might change or interfere with the river’s normal and original flow. At the time of this book’s writing (2000), Klare notes that both Egypt and Sudan had already renegotiated their Nile River water agreements two times before, and that both agreements failed to resolve inadequate water issues that still challenge those nations living farther up the river’s stream.
Also facing conflict over short water supplies are the people of Israel and Palestine.  Already facing ideological issues over the legitimacy of the Israeli state and the treatment of Palestinian Muslims, Klare stresses his belief that problems will only be further exacerbated by the region’s known water scarcity. Citing Israel’s prevention of West Bank Arabs from using abundant aquifers in and around the region, Klare highlights the resentment of displaced Palestinians who endure inadequate water rationing only to see Jewish settlers in the same area provided with abundant water provisions. In this particular case Klare emphasizes that while water may not be the original cause of hostility, inadequate supplies only lead to heightened discord.
Klare’s look at global resources provides us with a disheartening view of things to come. While convincing in his argument that global supplies are increasingly becoming too small for world demand, he spends far too great of a time predicting future calamities that may or may not occur. Reading at times more like a page out of one of Nostradamus’ famous quatrains than a book on current political events, he still does a good job of illustrating the need for resource conservation. 
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